Montana small grain insects
Wireworms

(Coleoptera: Elateridae)

Wireworms cause extensive damage to small grain in Montana.
Infestations are commonly misdiagnosed as "winter kill".
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Adults are "click beetles". They lay eggs in the soil. Adult beetles do not damage plants.
Several species are common, and are of various sizes and colors.

Wireworms, or larvae, hatch from eggs. They live for 2-9 years in the soil. They are attracted
to carbon dioxide which is released by germinating seeds and growing plants. They feed on
seeds, roots, and underground stems. Damaged plants are suseptable to plant pathogens.
Surviving plants may have tiny holes in the leaves.
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