
MTWF7_19-7 is on track to be our first winter forage barley release. While the name is still a 
work in progress, it has consistently ranked in the top three for biomass production across 
seven years of data (Fig. 1). MTWF7_19-7 has also shown increased grain yield (Fig. 2) and 
winter survival (Fig. 3) compared to other high biomass lines. Our target release date is 
winter 2027, with foundation seed available for sale in fall 2027. 

 
 
Figure 1. Biomass data for our 
top 3 winter forage barley lines, 
along with Saturn as a grain yield 
check, and forage winter wheat 
for comparison. 
 
 

 

 
Figure 2. Grain yields for all five 
lines. While MTWF7_19-7 doesn’t 
yield as much as Saturn, a winter 
feed barley, it is still the highest 
yielder of our top biomass 
producers. 

 

Figure 3. Variation in winter 
survival has been limited to 
either total survival or total loss 
of a line. Two of the Bozeman 
locations saw 100% survival 
across all tested lines, so the 
data isn’t included in this table. 



 

Figure 4. Comparing forage biomass in Winter (blue) vs Spring (red) barley. In lower 
moisture environments, the winter types see a greater increase in biomass vs the spring 
types. 

 

Figure 5. I’ve pulled out six 
lines that have the potential to 
be malt lines from last year's 
PYT. MTWF4(F1)20_59 is in the 
interstate while the rest are in 
the EYT. More testing in more 
environments is needed, but 
this is an exciting first step for 
a malt barley line adapted for 
Montana. 
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