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MDS CONSTRUCTION 
SUPPLY

820 9th Street North, Great Falls, MT
406-453-5451 or 800-332-1816

MDS SUPPLY is 
central Montana’s 
source for Fillrite 

fuel pumps.

We Also Have Available:
4 Several affordable options in DEF 

pump systems
4 Flexzilla hose IN STOCK, 3/8-1” sizes 
4 Fuel/Water/Fire/Air Hose Suction and 

Discharge
4 Black Pipe Fittings     

4 Aluminum Camlocks
4 Stainless T-Bolt Clamps/Band Clamps

4 Brass Ball Valves 
4 Cimtek Fuel Filters

4 Inline Air Filters, Regulators, and 
Lubricators

4 Fire and Garden Hose Fittings/Adapters
4 Air Compressor Parts and Oil

4 Grease and oil pumps

MDS SUPPLY 
carries Justrite 
all metal with 

metal flex spout 
fuel cans.

• IN STOCK • 
Shop-Style Rolair Compressors 

Pressure Washers • Hose Reels
ALL SHOP COMPRESSORS INCLUDE VIBRATION ISOLATOR PADS

Champion 
service truck 

compressor/generator 
combo units in stock

STORAGE CONTAINERS
20 and 40-ft. – For rent or sale

Delivery anywhere in Montana
Call (406) 460-1142, Dupuyer, MT

Western Triangle Agricultural Research Center Entomologists Dr. Gadi Reddy and Dr. Govinda Shrestha 
update producers on Entomology research at the Knees Field Day. Photo by Brent Roeder, MSU Extension 
Teton County.

Assistance for qualifying livestock, honeybee 
and farm-raised fish program losses

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) will issue $34 million to help agri-
cultural producers recover from 2017 natural 
disasters through the Emergency Assistance 
for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised 
Fish Program (ELAP), which covers losses 
not covered by certain other USDA disaster 
assistance programs. These payments are be-
ing made available today, and they are part 
of a broader USDA effort to help producers 
recover from hurricanes Harvey, Irma and 
Maria, wildfires and drought. A large portion 
of this assistance will be made available in 
federally designated disaster areas.

“From Florida, Puerto Rico and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands, through the South, the 
Southwest, California and the Great Plains, 
American agriculture was devastated by 
natural disasters in 2017,” said Bill Northey, 
Under Secretary for Farm Production and 
Conservation. “The Trump Administration is 
moving quickly to distribute financial assis-
tance to help producers recover and rebuild.  
It is important to get this help to producers 
in time for the spring planting season.”

ELAP aims to help eligible producers of 
livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish 
for losses due to disease, certain adverse 
weather events or loss conditions, including 
blizzards and wildfires, as determined by the 
Secretary. ELAP assistance is provided for 
losses not covered by other disaster assis-
tance programs such as the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP) and the Livestock 
Indemnity Program (LIP).

The increased amount of assistance 
through ELAP was made possible by the 
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018, signed ear-
lier this year. The Act amended the 2014 
Farm Bill to enable USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) to provide assistance to pro-
ducers without an annual funding cap and 
immediately for 2017. It also enables FSA to 
pay ELAP applications as they are filed for 
2018 and subsequent program years.

Other USDA Disaster Assistance Pro-
grams

The Act removed program year payment 
limitations and increased the acreage cap 
for the Tree Assistance Program (TAP), a 
nationwide program that provides owners 
of orchards, vineyards and nurseries with 
cost share assistance to replant eligible 
trees, bushes, and vines following a natural 
disaster. For example, the program will help 
owners of citrus groves in Florida, avocado 
trees in California, coffee plantations in 

Puerto Rico and vineyards reduce the cost 
of replanting, and speed recovery from the 
loss of fruit and nut trees, bushes, and vines.

Prior to the Act, there was a com-
bined program year payment limitation of 
$125,000 for ELAP, LIP and LFP per person 
or legal entity. The Tree Assistance Pro-
gram (TAP) had its own $125,000 payment 
limitation. The Act removed the program 
year per person and legal entity payment 
limitation for LIP and TAP. As a result of the 
Act, a $125,000 per person and legal entity 
single payment limitation applies to the total 
amount of program year payments received 
under both ELAP and the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP) and program pay-
ments under LIP and TAP no longer have 
payment limits.

Under the updated program, as amended 
by the Act, growers are eligible to be partly 
reimbursed for losses on up to 1,000 acres 
per program year, double the previous acre-
age limit of 500 acres.

In total, it is estimated that the Act will en-
able USDA to provide more than $3 billion 
in disaster assistance, including the $2.36 
billion announced last week to be made 
available through FSA’s new 2017 Wildfires 
and Hurricanes Indemnity Program. This 
includes $400 million made available for the 
Emergency Conservation Program, which 
helps farmers and ranchers repair damage 
to farmlands caused by natural disasters. As 
signups across the country are completed, 
additional applications will be funded.

According to the U.S. National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
the United States was impacted by 16 sepa-
rate billion-dollar disaster events in 2017 
including: three tropical cyclones, eight 
severe storms, two inland floods, a crop 
freeze, drought and wildfire. More than 25 
million people – almost eight percent of 
the population – were affected by major 
disasters. From severe flooding in Puerto 
Rico and Texas to mudslides and wildfires 
in California, major natural disasters caused 
catastrophic damages, with an economic 
impact totaling more than $300 billion.

For Assistance
Producers with operations impacted by 

natural disasters and diseases in 2018 are 
encouraged to contact their local USDA 
service center to apply for assistance through 
ELAP, TAP, LIP and LFP. Producers with 
2017 ELAP claims need to take no action as 
FSA will begin paying those claims today.
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10x70HP+
10x80HP+
13x70XL+
13x80XL+
13x90XL+
13x70HP+
13x80HP+
13x90HP+
13x110HP+

HAYING EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
Case/IH SCX100 with HDX182 18-ft. swing tongue swather ........  

 .................................................................................... $18,500
Case/IH LB432 baler, less than 15,000 bales. ................ $35,000

ALFALFA/GRASS MIX HAY FOR SALE
Call (406) 473-2357 or 366-0052 Cell 

Doug Ross, Judith Gap, MT

HELP WANTED
• Looking for full time FARM HAND •  

Must be able to operate farm equipment with GPS, 
60-ft. drills/cultivators, sprayers, swather, baler, semis (CDL’s not required). 

Housing may be available. Competitive hourly wage.

Call Leonard 406-949-0208 or Jason 406-949-4851
Toston, MT

Western Triangle Agricultural Research Center agronomist, John Miller, updates producers on spring wheat 
and barley varieties at the Knees Field Day. Photo by Brent Roeder, MSU Extension Teton County.

Four keys to maximize 
backyard egg production

By Hudson Hill, 
UW Extension educator serving southwest Wyoming
Everywhere I go in Wyoming, I see more and more chick-

ens. It seems more people than ever are experiencing the 
joys of having chickens and farm-fresh eggs. Here are four 
key concepts to consider when producing backyard eggs.

1. Nutrition is critical
Free-ranging chickens acquire most of the essential nu-

trients they need; however, as a guideline, provide growing 
chickens at least an 18 percent protein until maturity (be-
tween 16 and 18 weeks with most layers) then 16 percent 
protein once they start laying.

Calcium might even be as critical for layers, as a hen 
produces 150 percent of her body weight in eggs over an 
18-month laying period. Adequate calcium is a must to make 
all those egg shells. Calcium can be provided two ways. Most 
bagged layer feeds include 4 percent calcium.

Alternatively, you can provide a free-choice option such 
as oyster shells. Remember that calcium is critical once a 
hen starts to lay, but you do not want to provide that calcium 
in the diet before she starts to produce eggs.

2. Housing chickens is pretty simple
Keep chickens dry and out of the wind, give them a place 

to lay their eggs, and provide protection from predators. 
It’s easy to get on the internet and find advice about heating 
chicken coops and keeping chickens warm enough to lay 
eggs. In general, if you have the right breeds and you’re doing 
everything else right, chickens do not need additional heat.

3. To lay eggs, chickens need 14 hours of light
If you want your chickens to lay eggs in winter, you need 

to provide extra light. The best way is to install a light on a 
timer set to go off in the a.m., not the p.m. If the light turns 
off at night, the chickens are left in total darkness and do not 
roost as well. If the light turns off in the morning when the 
sun is up, the chickens go about their business. In December, 
for example, it gets dark by 5 p.m. and light by about 8 a.m., 
which is nine hours. Adding a light with a timer set to come 
on about 3 a.m. and turn off about 8 a.m. provides the flock 
with a full 14 hours of light.

4. Culling, the hardest management concept
Backyard producers must decide which comes first, the 

chicken or the eggs. After the first year, hens become less 
productive. After several years, they may be laying few eggs 
or none at all. Culling is removing those hens that are no 
longer laying eggs.

A hen lays eggs for about 18 months. After that, physiol-
ogy will try to force her through a molting period. During 
molting, a hen stops laying and loses her feathers. In nature, 
this usually happens when daylight hours shorten. She will 
start laying again in the spring.

Here are two strategies I see poultry owners use for cull-
ing laying hens.

Producers purchase chickens, keep them through one full 
cycle, then cull the entire flock and start again with new birds. 
This approach closely mimics mainstream egg production 
and is probably the most economical way to produce eggs.

Other producers keep chickens of different ages and breeds 
and decide on an individual basis how long the chickens stay. 
These producers let the chickens go through the molting 
process. When egg production drops too low for the number 
of chickens, the producer examines the vent and pin bones 
to determine which chickens are laying eggs, then decides 
which and how many to cull.
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Frielings Has The Parts You Need!

1-888-453-2924
3400 Old Havre Highway, Great Falls, MT

Vogels Wick
5-ft. Replacement

Tubes
Regular $150.00 each

Now $130.00 ea. 
Thru 8/15

Vogels Wick
Pressure System

Regular $324.00

Now $275.00
Thru 8/15

Vogels Wick
20” Wheel/Tire

Regular $153.00

Now $125.00
Thru 8/15

Green Leaf
Spray Nozzles

Regular $11.00

Now $9.75
Selected Varieties

Collection Deck 
Blades

• Purchase 2 Sets 
Get 

10% DISCOUNT 
& FREE bag of 

Shear bolts!!

No-Flat Front
Tires
Outlaw 

&
Diesel

Mowers
$120 each

Hydro Service
Parts

2 Filters & Fluid
Regular $79.00

$68.00 Thru 8/15

Air Filters
15% OFF 

Thru 8/15

Check us out on the web  frielingagequipment.com

Old Cars Wanted
Looking to buy old cars, pickups and parts up to 1974.
Call Wayne Lugalia 406-214-5910 (cell) or 406-821-0300 (home)

Dr. Phil Bruckner (MSU Winter Wheat Breeder) updates producers on winter wheat varieties at the Knees 
Field Day. Photo by Brent Roeder, MSU Extension Teton County.
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Put our 30+ years of experience 
installing the ITB body to work for you!

We are your dealer for the finest aluminum grain body available

3-V Distributing, Inc.
Conrad Industrial Park         Box 955         Conrad, MT 59425

Phone 406-278-5400 or 1-800-310-5402
Evenings Call: Jordan VanDyke 406-450-3953

Visit us on the web
http://www.3vdistributing.com

E-mail Address
3vdist@3rivers.net

Combines hold a lot 
of fuel and it’s taking 
too long to fill them?

No problem! Come check 
out this DL990 fuel trailer 
with 100 gallons of DEF!

Crysteel 9-ft. tipper dump body. 
Ready to roll, electric D/A hoist, 
painted black! Fold down sides!!

(2) Used 21-ft. Reiten 
bodies, 102” wide

Duraclass 16-ft. dump box, 
hoist, hinge, cab shield!

3/16” AR400 Floor!

DewEze EARLY ORDER BALEBEDS have arrived.
Perfect for lifting heavy items around the farm in the summer as well!

USED SERVICE BODY
came off 2008 Chevy dually pickup, 

comes with storage racks!

Rockwell Scales
Home of the Strongest Scale in America

• Steel and cement truck, livestock, pallet and mining scales
• Up to 135 ton truck scales with 3/8” decking standard

• Custom sizes and special projects welcome
• Scoreboards, printers, automated, wireless, and many other 

options to choose from

100% made in USA

406-799-3945
rockwellscales.com

OVERSEAS 
STORAGE

CONTAINERS
8-ft. to 53-ft.

Starting under 
$3000 delivered.

www.boxesandbridges.com
Phone (406) 899-4104

Ed Davis (MSU Agronomist) shows producers a test plot of CoAxium winter wheat which is tolerant to a 
non-selective group 1 graminicide, Agressor. Agressor can be sprayed on the winter wheat without harm. At 
the same time, grass weeds like feral rye, jointed goat grass and downy brome can be controlled in the crop. 
Photo by Brent Roeder, MSU Extension Teton County.
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